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There are many kinds of scars. Some of us have physical scars from surgery. That scar is there to remind you that you had somebody to cut on you for a specific reason. That scar is permanent, never leaving your flesh or your mind. Then, there are emotional scars that are inflicted for one reason or another, and it is embedded in your mind. Some of us have some financial scars. Your sight (eyes) got you in trouble, and you extended your credit beyond your range. Some are able to clear that up and not let your eyes get you in trouble again. There are psychological scars. Your psychotic behavior can get you in trouble and even hold you back from employment. There are mental scars, and they can kill your confidence. There are spiritual scars, and they hurt too. There are some folk in church, from the pulpit to the door, that will hurt you eternally. There are a lot of people that are not in church because they have been hurt by what others have done in church and church meetings. Scars! They leave everlasting impressions. Some are intangible (invisible).

In today's text, the resurrection has occurred and Jesus has risen. Thomas was not present at the resurrection. Thomas was not satisfied with a purely spiritual approach to God. He wanted something more substantial. Phillip questioned the varsity of Jesus. He was not satisfied with the purely spiritual apprehension of God. This craving is behind all rituals to religion. To crawl up Pilate's staircase in Rome is a ritual to religion. To bow to the Virgin Mary is a ritual to religion. Burning candles, having statues, are all rituals to religion. Now, all of that has been abolished in Christ. 

The Lord instantly rebuked Phillips demands to give something that can be seen with his own eyes. Thomas was not a man to pretend that he had a faith that he did not have. He had a resolute unbelief. He is known as "Doubting Thomas". Why wasn't Thomas present? A little busy, tired. Perhaps he thought it was dangerous to gather in political climates since breaking news was circulating around town that Jesus was alive. But! Thomas missed Jesus!

All Thomas could think about was the crucifixion, the scars. So Thomas told the crowd, unless I see the nail prints, I will not believe. Eight days later Jesus showed up again. Every eight days, He shows up at Greater Concord Missionary Baptist Church, every Sunday morning. For those that do not believe, their hearts keep getting harder and harder. Jesus told Thomas to reach hither and touch His hands and sides, and be not faithless, but believing. We have the Lord's supper table and the empty cross to remember Jesus by. We have our faith. Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Jesus had physical, mental, emotional and psychological scars. He went on to heaven. He was beaten, betrayed, cursed in the courtroom, crucified and laid in a tomb. But, they forgot what Jesus told them. "And I, if I be lifted up form the cross, Will draw all men unto me." He was wounded for my transgressions, bruised for my iniquities. Thank God for Jesus!
